Journalism/Yearbook
 Mrs. Parker 

Room 3-118/4-G02
miparker@rochester.k12.mn.us

Course Description:

 In this semester long course we will be studying several aspects of journalistic writing.  We will be preparing several writing assignments as though they will be published.  Some units include journalism law/ethics, photography, copy writing, layout design, interview skills, editing, and thematic design. Please be aware that your grade in this class will be heavily weighted in your ability to complete work on time.  Late work is not an option!!  This class will include several writing assignments as well as photography and layout design projects.  There will also be an expectation that time outside of class be spent on yearbook.  Most students will have to put in time after school, during lunch, or during an open hour in order to complete deadlines.  This is an EXPECTATION!

RULES/POLICIES
Attendance Policy:  Attendance for this course is crucial.  Each day we will be doing some type of class activity that will be used for the purpose of a participation grade.  In addition, if you are not here, you will have a hard time keeping up with the work and it WILL negatively affect your grade.
Tardy Policy:  Don’t be late.
Classroom Procedure/Rules:  Beyond the school guidelines, the one rule I make mandatory for my classroom is RESPECT.  You will be expected to have respect for each other, yourself, and for me as the teacher.  Many other rules fall under this category and include:

· Be on time

· Be prepared

· Be positive

· Give your all each and every day

(okay…so technically I have 5 rules….)
Late work:  Not allowed.  No extra credit either.
Policy about plagiarism:  Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  Any student found to be cheating may lose all credit for the assignment or be asked to re-write the assignment and may also be sent to administration for further discipline.  In a journalism class, plagiarism will be treated as a crime.  We are publishing a book; if plagiarism is found, we can be held legally responsible and prosecuted.
Assignments:  There will be smaller assignments along with your page assignment.  All must be completed for you to pass the class.
Assessment Criteria:  Students will be evaluated based on their completion of the assignments, projects and papers.  
Grading Procedure:

Grading Scale is as follows:

90-100% -- A

80-89%   -- B

70-79%   -- C

60-69%   -- D

59% and lower – F

**NOTE**  Any student needing help with class assignments, projects, papers or homework is encouraged to come to me with any concerns or questions.  

By signing up to take this class, you agree to the following:
**All staff members are expected to attend class daily and be on time.  Treat this as a job.

**The adviser reserves the right to take a staff member off of their page assignment if progress is not being made.

**Editors will be looking over EVERY page and have the right to suggest or make changes they feel are necessary to preserve the integrity of the book.  Ultimately, Ms. Arko makes all final submission decisions.

**Every staff member will be expected to take pictures, attend events (outside of the class day), conduct interviews, write stories, and help with fundraising (working concessions, bagging groceries, selling ads).

**This class will require outside of class work (at least 2-4 hours per week).  If this is not being done, student may be taken off of page assignment and given alternative assignments to complete.
**A separate policy contract will need to be signed, returned and kept on file in the main office for any yearbook staff member.**
